
	[image: ]
	Minutes of the Colliers Wood Residents’ Association meeting
26 April 2025
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Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Laxmi Attawar, Margaret, Helen, Lesley and Eyal

Agenda item - Police update
1. The meeting was addressed by a member of the ward police team regarding strategy and tactics for tackling shoplifting. The police had focused on the organised crime groups behind the criminal activity. Multiple arrest warrants had been issued against targets across Merton. 15 arrests had been made to date, and the police anticipate that custodial sentences will result.
1. The campaign had additionally led to the recovery of £150k worth of stolen goods. The police had collaborated with other enforcement agencies, including Trading Standards, and action had been taken against corner shop proprietors known to be complicit in the sale of stolen goods. Local press coverage of the police campaign had been generated [see for example Shoplifting gang targeted by police in operation which recovered around £150,000 of stolen goods

1. Residents were encouraged to continue to notify the police about shoplifting activity via email using the contact details obtainable from the Met police website.

Agenda item - Eleanor Stringer, Deputy Leader and Cabinet member for Civic Pride and Climate Change
1. Eleanor began by summarising the ongoing programme of investment in local amenities including:
· £25k to deliver improvements to Wandle Park, which would incorporate restoration work on the reed bed and improvements around the Baltic Close entrance
· £26k to implement upgrades and refurbishment of Colliers Wood Community Centre   
· £26k for a new Outdoor Gym facility at the Colliers Wood Recreation Ground
· £27k funding for the Deen City Farm picnic area
1. Eleanor mentioned the results of a recent independent residents survey which had revealed that the maintenance of parks and green spaces was at the top of local people’s concerns, and new staff were currently being recruited to the Council’s Parks Team.
1. One specific initiative currently being taken forward was a collaboration with a local artist to replace the vandalised and destroyed Polka Theatre installation in Wandle Park.
1. Eleanor then went on to discuss plans for tree planting:
· 77 immediate tree planting opportunities had been identified for the Colliers Wood ward, including 26 for this season
· This forms part of a wider plan for the planting 1,000 trees across the borough over the next year
· Eleanor confirmed in response to a point from the audience that the tree planting was informed by a property strategy which took account of different kinds of tree and what was appropriate for planting in any given area
· Tree cutting and planting work was currently taking place along Wandle Path leading to Plough Lane, with the council collaborating with the Environment Agency and local allotment owners
1. A question came from the audience about how closely Eleanor’s department worked with the planning department with respect to drainage and flooding issues potentially arising from new developments, where green spaces were being replaced by concrete. The question was taken by the members of the Flood Risk Management team in attendance, who confirmed that flood risk assessment formed part of any planning application process, with the council liaising as necessary with Thames Water.
1. Councillor Stuart Neaverson pointed out to the meeting that one of the reasons the proposed second tower for Colliers Wood Town Centre had been rejected was on the basis of concerns about flood risk.
1. Eleanor then moved on to discuss the recent oil leak into the River Wandle. The current understanding was that the level of environmental damage was not as bad as originally feared. An investigation into the causes of, and responsibility for, the leak was ongoing, led by the Environment Agency. Local councillors will be providing residents with updates on the progress and findings of the investigation as and when they are able to do so.
1. Eleanor then took a number of questions from the audience covering various aspects of the update that she had provided to the meeting:
· In response to a point from the audience about possible disturbance to wildlife as a result of restoration work on the reed bed in Wandle Park, Eleanor confirmed her understanding that work would be planned in consultation with the Colliers Wood Friends of Green Spaces Group            
· In response to a suggestion that the plans for tree planting would not cover all empty tree pits, Eleanor confirmed her understanding that there were 2,500 across the borough rather than the 3,000 that had sometimes been spoken of. In terms of planning for tree planting, the availability of data on such details as the number of tree pits was better now than it had been in the past.
· Eleanor reminded the meeting that local council investment in parks and green spaces was on a non statutory footing, and ultimately came down to political choices. It was true that the budget for such investment had been squeezed compared to previous years owing to the wider financial pressures on funding for local authorities. Demand for street trees was always likely to outstrip supply.
· Eleanor mentioned the Merton “Trees for Streets” initiative which enables local residents to sponsor and privately fund the planting of in their neighbourhoods https://sponsor.treesforstreets.org/provider/merton-council
· Eleanor confirmed in response to a question from the audience that the council’s street tree strategy did including maintenance of the planted trees (e.g. watering etc)
Agenda item - Local Flood Risk Management Strategy and updated Surface Water Management Plan
1. Professor Samer Bageen, working with the council on proposals for flood management, gave a short presentation on the current consultation, closing on 2 May. He was accompanied by officers from the planning department. The plan would set out priorities and actions for managing flood risk from all sources in Merton over the next 10 years https://www.merton.gov.uk/streets-parking-transport/streets-and-pavements/flooding/management
1. The website contains information to inform residents of the level of flood risk in different areas across the borough, and to identify priority areas for remedial action and strategies.
1. The independent consultants will advise on what developers should be incorporating as best practice in the planning applications, and provide clarification of the responsibilities upon relevant bodies such as the council, the EA and the water companies. Residents would then be better positioned to direct specific questions and concerns to the correct entity.
1. The flood management team said there was a known problem regarding new concrete development, including paving over front gardens, for which planning permission was required for any garden space larger than 5 square metres. Ultimately this was an enforcement issue which relied upon residents to report specific concerns and provide their details.
1. There was some discussion around people concreting their garden spaces so that they could park their cars there, with other general points raised about the extent to which back garden developments could ever be effectively monitored as part of flood risk management. 
1. A specific point was raised from the audience about the failure of water companies to maintain drainage systems, and how their responsibilities were being enforced. Summer storms now tended to be the main cause of the sudden overwhelming of the public drainage system. People were encouraged to report such flooding in their own areas and could potentially benefit from reductions in their water bills.
1. The meeting was advised that as far as the council-owned pipes were concerned, efforts were being maintained to ensure they remain in good order. The council worked with Thames Water and there was special focus on tree lined streets where there was a risk that tree roots could be impacting the pipes.
Agenda item: Updates from councillors
1. Caroline Cooper-Marbiah encouraged residents to complete the flood risk management survey before the 2 May deadline.
1. Caroline confirmed that the council would be facilitating pop-up tips in every neighbourhood 4 times a year as part of the drive against fly tipping, with the council website providing details of when and where https://www.merton.gov.uk/fourpledges/popuptips
1. Caroline reminded the meeting about the Saturday market at Abbey Mills held on the last Saturday of each month, and remarked on the popularity and success of the March event.
1. With regard to the outdoor gym at Colliers Wood Rec, Caroline confirmed that the funding had been secured but the location was still to be decided.  
1. Stuart Neaverson reminded the meeting of Merton Council’s for “key pledges” for this financial year which relate to:
· Safer Streets
· Fly tipping (and pop-up tips)
· 1000 new street tree plantings
· Provision of more bike hangars
https://www.merton.gov.uk/fourpledges
1. In response to a question about plans for bays to be provided for e-bikes, and whether hirers of e-bikes would actually use them, Stuart explained that the hiring App will be configured in such a way as to prevent the user from ending the hire within a given distance of a bay, thus forcing them to use the facility. 
Agenda item: Reinvigorating CWRA update

The meeting received an update on plans to drop a leaflet across the ward aimed at generating increased interest and participation in the RA meetings and the work of the RA committee.

It was noted that the RA meetings were less well attended than they had been in previous years, although it was recognised that the heightened interest in the past reflected specific campaigns around local development plans and access to schools that were ongoing at that time.

Leaflets had been produced in connection with those past campaigns, and the person who had led on the graphic design for those would also be assisting with the new leaflet.

The sub-committee dealing with the content and design of the new leaflet would be meeting again in May. Updates on progress would be provided at future RA meetings.

Agenda item: Merton Vision update
1. Kevin Gregory, Chief Executive at MertonVision, had confirmed that there had been little progress with the long term plan.   MertonVision were currently exploring with the council what flexibility there might be with the covenant agreed when the building was purchased 45 years ago. This may take up to two years. For the time being they were upgrading all the rooms facing Courtney Road. Tom Searle explained some of the complexities involved with a covenant on a building.
Agenda item: Any Other Business
1. Cottage on Christchurch Road
A resident had written in to bring to the meeting’s attention the fact that the wooden cottage at the end of Christchurch Close had been put up for sale.  It had been delisted by Historic England, meaning that developers would find it attractive.  Developers would need to gain permission from the council in the usual way.
1. Fiona advised the meeting that the council would be inspecting the pond at Myrna Close nature reserve to consider plans for preventing rubbish from being dumped there and along the nature reserve.
1. The meeting was reminded of the Merton SingFest event on 10 May Colliers Wood Chorus - 10/05/2025 3:00pm - Merton SingFest
1. Mark advised the meeting of a proposed new “Tree Trail” from Colliers Wood to Plough Lane, which would be supported by a map containing information about the different trees along the route.
1. Fiona referred to the plant sale and seed swap at Tamworth Farm allotments London Road, Mitcham CR4 3LB (beside Melbury campus of Lavender College – follow the signs to the Horseshoe Shed - on Sunday 11 May.
 
1. Dates of next meetings
Saturday 20 September and Saturday 8 November
Both at 11am in the Community Centre
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