Notes of the Colliers Wood Residents’ Association 
held on 1 November 2025
Chair: Gary  Turner 		Minutes: Karen Walker
Apologies: Cllr Stuart Neaverson, Helen, Mark, Kevin, Margaret and the local Police.
1: Superna gave the meeting an Introduction the new Inner Space Centre, recently opened on the High Street.  The Centre offers free Meditation and Life Skills Courses for the Community, and is open Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm.
2: Police report 
Fiona gave the report on behalf of the Police. There were still vacancies in the neighbourhood police team, with only two permanent officers for a team of five. Their priorities are currently:  Violence against Women and Girls; Retail Crime; Illicit use and supply of Drugs: E Bikes.
Residents were reminded about the MET Online platform “Met Engage”. Register your name and street to receive targeted information and to share any concerns. https://metengage.co.uk/  Please contact the Residents Association if you do not have Internet access.
3: Baltic Close
There is growing concern regarding Anti-Social Behaviour – drinking, bottles and cans left, even human excrement. Cllr Caroline Cooper-Marbiah confirmed that this was also troubling the residents of Baltic Close. She offered to hold a site meeting with the Anti Social Behaviour Team, the pub manager and Elizabeth from Parks & Green Spaces group.
4: Possible closure of Mitcham Police Station 
This would leave Wimbledon Police Station covering all the Mitcham /Wimbledon areas. 
5: GP Provision
Residents remain concerned that GP provision in Colliers Wood was not adequate for the growing population. The plan to rebuild on the MertonVision site had been abandoned and the GP surgery upgraded (see long letter from the Integrated Care Board (ICB) outlining the situation on CWRA website). The ICB had been asked if they would send someone to talk to the meeting but had not responded. Given that they are in the midst of a restructure it seemed unlikely that they would be able to respond. It was agreed to escalate the matter to the local MP, Siobhain McDonagh. The letter should be run past resident, EG.
7: Councillors Report
a: Criterion
Councillor Laxmi Attawar reminded the meeting that the new plan to build another three towers had been turned down by the Design Review Panel.  Local councillors and the MP remain opposed to any development on the site. There are three stages, design review, pre planning and then planning: the point at which plans go out to public consultation. Laxmi confirmed that Criterion still owed the Council three million pounds for the scaffolding put up after the pane of glass falling from the Block
b:Daffodil Walk.
Councillors had arranged a meeting with the Green Spaces group and a representative of the family about relocating the blue memorial bench and daffodil walk near Sainsbury’s.  The blue bench attracted a huge amount of litter and the daffoduils had ceased coming up. A site had been identified in Wandle Park. The memorial stone will remain near Sainsbury’s. Laxmi would find out if the daffodil bulbs would be planted mechanically.
c: Boundary Road; 
Caroline gave feedback regarding an area of open space at the end of the road. It  had been a play area previously, now unused and overgrown . As Merton is the Borough of Sport officers have been asked to draw up plans to bring it back into use.
A resident drew Caroline’s attention to the fact that the basketball hoops in Colliers Wood recreation park did not have any nets. 
d. Flags in the Community.
Councillors were asked for an update on the Union Jack and St George Flags being raised in the area. Residents said that they were aware that the local Mosque had been targeted. Councillors agreed that the flags had been raised as a provocation, ignoring them might be the best response.  Caroline said that any concerns should be reported to her.
e. Tree Species; 
Regarding Merton’s pledge to plant more trees a question was raised as to how the species of Trees would be chosen. Caroline and Laxmi would check with Stuart and ask him to let Margaret know.
f. Invite to the Anti-social Behaviour Team. 
Laxmi would follow this up but she would need to understand what the purpose of them attending the meeting would be and the dates of meetings. Bryony to supply the information.
8. Engagement
Following on from the recent leafleting campaign the meeting discussed what issues /campaigns CWRA should cover on behalf of the residents:
Rat runs
Bollards in the High Street/Cycle Highway
Removal of unnecessary street furniture – unused telephone box/bus shelter
Website the Struggle to keep it up to date due to knowledge/resources. Specific issues need to be raised and advertised.
Tom suggested posters could be re-used leaving a blank space for the date of the next meeting.
What do we like about living in Colliers Wood?
Streets are cleaner. Cleaners are now visible.
Local groups: Green and gardening, knitting …
Peaceful
New businesses opening on High Street reducing number of empty shops.
Ideas for speakers:
Chair of Singlegate school; Community Centre; Merton Vision; Togetherness Centre;
Community cohesion  - Bryony was unsure about how to approach this. Hope not hate had not responded to her query. Laxmi suggested contacting SACRE which looks at the importance of understanding different relations. Keith Shipman is the local contact.

9: Rat Running along Park Road from Robinson Road to Cavendish Road.
The issue is of congestion along Park Road and Cavendish Road during the rush hour.
Kevin had previously suggested creating a one way stretch from Robinson Road to Marlborough Road.
Karen felt the road markings on the corner of Park Road and Marlborough Road should be extended to improve visibility for both cars and pedestrians.
Caroline said that the council would look at this again.
10: Noise from industrial units on Briscoe Road
The units in Briscoe Road have been there since 1948, originally light industrial/low level. In 2007 the type of businesses changed. Most recently a stone cutting business  has started work there, resulting in constant noise and a low pitch hum for 2/3 hours at a time, and lorries visiting regularly. All around is a residential area: planning permission would not given for industrial use now.
Residents nearby have made complaints previously without action from the council but this time the noise is worse than before Three residents at the meeting concurred that the noise was unbearable and meant they could not go into their gardens. Caroline wondered if a petition of neighbours could be arranged. She and Laxmi would engage with the residents outside the meeting.
The meeting ended with the offer of Tea, Coffee and mince pies. 
11. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Saturday 14th February at Community Centre @ 11.00am
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