	Friends of Colliers Wood Parks and Green Spaces

Notes of Meeting held:
7:30pm Tuesday 2 Nov 2021
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1. Welcome

Everyone known to group. No new faces.
2. Volunteer activity the last 2 months

See last 2 pages for detail of work carried out by Gardening, Litter and River Groups and the thanks received. Upcoming volunteer dates:

Gardening: 
10am Sat 06th Nov: Daffodil Day. Meet at the Tube then form 2 groups:

The Rec (Margaret & Tom’s Group)

High Street/Grass bank at entrance to Priory Retail Park and on the path adjacent to River near Sainsbury’s (Maria & Zoe’s Group)
10am Sat 27th Nov

Litter Picking:
9am Tue 9th Nov
11am Sun 28 Nov
River: 

10am Sun 21st Nov: Stream in Myrna Close Nature Reserve – to remove litter



The next date for Wandle River in Wandle Park is TBC
Unless stated, locations will be TBC nearer the date via WhatsApp group.
3. New projects
· Daffodil Day: In total we received 4,000 bulbs from Mark Holmes of Future Merton and David Dean Ravensbury Councillor. 
· Mixed Tulips, Dwarf Daffodils Tete a tete, Crocus, Daffodils (Kings). The Group very much appreciate these donations
· The majority of bulbs will be planted as part of Daffodil Day as mentioned above
· Other bulbs will be distributed to other groups and locations and planted separately: The Vicar at Christchurch, Singleton Close, Acre Road planters, High Street Planters, Christchurch Community Garden
· Bee Bids: for the dormant beds in The Rec. No further update and Zoe will feedback any news 
· Beds/Green near the bus stop on the High Street: Maria and Tom met with Clarion and Future Merton to discuss management of this area. We have stated access to water is an essential  condition we need for us to take on this area. We are working with Clarion to devise a workable plan to plant a wild flower meadow (contact Thames Water re Tap and Clarion to speak to Byegrove Road lease/freeholders). Also Walnut Tree Green was the name of this area in the early 1900s. It would be good to recognise this local history and re-introduce a Walnut Tree. There is an action to investigate if there is an ornamental species of a Walnut Tree as most Walnut trees are huge and would not be suitable for this area.
Cont…

4. Anniversary & Mayor’s Visit 
On 26 September, following an invitation from local councillors, The Parks & Green spaces group, and other local volunteers, were thanked for all their work by the Mayor of Merton, Councillor Michael Brunt. The Mayor and Leader of the Council, Mark Allison, accompanied local councillors and our group on a tour around a few of the locations we manage including Baltic Close, Myrna Close/Devonshire Road Walkthrough, Singleton Close and the bed outside the Johmad Centre on the High Street. The Mayor delivered a thank you speech in the grounds of the beautiful Memorial Garden, in Colliers Wood Recreation Group, another area our group manage.

A book was presented to the Mayor and councillors detailing all the work carried out by our group. Maria has subsequently updated the book to create a ‘First Year Anniversary’ version which contains detail and images from the Mayor’s visit. We will be printing versions for those that have requested a copy. It will also be uploaded to the website along with the photos from the Mayor’s visit to the website.
5. Social media

The group are still really keen to get someone to help with all social media posts. Inst, FB, Twitter. Bryony to speak to a possible volunteer
6. AOB

· Keith Spears Concerts & donation: Thank you to Keith for the generous £95 donation from his first Making Colliers Wood Happy Concert. The next concert is Sat 27 Nov @ 7:30 and once again, Keith will kindly donate the profits to our group.
· Merton garden streets register: all project areas to be added to the register. Maria will send email requesting this.
· Singleton Close Plants/idverde: idverde declined to meet the cost of the 2 damaged Clematis as SC did not appear on the Merton Garden Streets Register. We need to protect plants with large pebbles. Abby to manage this and request 2 new climbers which will come from group funds

· School streets issue raised by Daniela: The Singlegate School Street Time Zone finishes at 3:15pm but as per Merton website other school streets zones are 2.45 - 4.00pm. It is suggested that individuals, CWRA and the Parks & Green Spaces Group could email: Martin.whelton@merton.gov.uk and mark.allison@merton.gov.uk. to request this change which is most likely just an oversight.
· Catalogue and plant ordering: Susan, Margaret and Maria to meet Monday 8th November 10am The rec Shed to catalogue of all plants across our locations and identify where new plants are required so that orders can be placed. Also review and order the native bulbs recommended by Susan for the Memorial Garden.
7. Date of next meeting
Date of next meeting: TBC unlikely to be Tuesday 4 Jan 2022. Possibly Tuesday 11 Jan 2022 but will be confirmed nearer the time.
          Cont…
A HUGE thank you to all volunteers across September and October
Thanks to the Friends Committee of Margaret, Zoe, Helen, Bryony, Tom, Elizabeth, Maria, plus the invaluable help from other local volunteers: Ken, Mence, Lesley, Yukiko, Chan, Jinni, Rob, Susan, Louise, Bergy, Brian, Richard, Sophie, Per, Andrew, Stuart, Kyle, Peter, Mark, Claire, Kath, Abby and the Singleton Close team, Rhi, Karen, Dolma and Luza.
Volunteer Activity September and October
GARDENING GROUP:
Lots of activity across September and October; 2nd September, we had 7 volunteers cutting grass, tidying borders, removing bindweed and litter, trimming the bushes. 14th September, planting in memorial garden in The Recreation Ground. 25th September at tidying the beds in Baltic Close near the entrance to Wandle Park, the 3 geranium planters on the high street, and those by the tube and finally a tidy of the long bed at the Johmad Centre on the High Street. On 25th there was also a gardening session in Singleton Close which left it looking very lovely. The very talented Norberto made an incredibly beautiful bug hotel which he and his girls installed in Myrna Close walk through.   
RIVER GROUP:
On 9th October, members of the Parks Group who have received specialist training, removed litter and an invasive plant, Floating Pennywort from the River and banks of Wandle. It was a backbreaking day but only says later a pair of Kingfishers, Heron and Little Egret were spotted fishing.
LITTER GROUP:
10 members of the litter group went litter picking on 26 September meeting outside Sainsbury’s and cleared litter from along the bank of the Wandle down to Liberty Avenue and the path to Deen City Farm. 12 October and 24 October
‬www.cwra.org.uk/greenspaces   ·   cwraparksandgreenspaces@gmail.com‪‬
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