Friends of Colliers Wood Parks and Green Spaces
Subgroup of CW Residents Association

Notes of open meeting held on 2nd March 2026

Attendees: Andy, Margaret (chair and notes) Susan, Mark, Elizabeth and Bryony.

Apologies: Alison, Tom, George.  Others apologised to me by DM.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Baltic Close - Elizabeth provided an update.  Many plants which she thought had failed due to unknown activity (sprayed with pesticide) have surprisingly recovered.  Elizabeth made a request for any spare plants to add to the beds. It was agreed that there is money in the budget to purchase new plants.  Support with watering was offered. Andy suggested a large water bowser, but the objective is to use plants that will survive hot, dry conditions expected in summer months.

Budget - multipurpose and seed compost has been purchased from B&Q, total £61.69.  Topsoil to be bought (Wicks) approximately £30.  This leaves a balance of £228.31.  It was agreed £150 would be spent on plants.
In addition, Susan requested light gardening gloves and a couple of kneelers for gardening.

Trugs for river cleaning remain to be purchased.

The bee bed in CW Recreation Ground - Susan volunteered to put a planting plan together.  We will aim to dedicate a gardening session to the bee bed, tidying up and new additions to the planting scheme as per Susan's scheme.

Acre Road - everyone agreed it is looking amazing at the moment.  It is fully stocked and no more plants needed. It was decided not to attempt to paint the planters. They resemble brutalist architecture and best left in their concrete austerity.

Gardening Group - seed sowing session to go ahead this coming weekend at ChristChurch garden.  

Wandle Park Update - Mark reported on a meeting with David Element and Margaret in the park to discuss Merton Parks Dept offer of 15 new Sorbus and Crab Apple trees.  It was decided where the new trees should be planted so that they would contribute to the growing biodiversity in the park. We fed back via email to the parks team and are awaiting notification of a planting date from them.  As we made specific requests there may be a delay in sourcing the trees.

Mark reported that David Element has contacted the director of rewilding at Citizenzoo.org.  They have agreed to visit Wandal Park later in the year to investigate its potential for the introduction of the water vole and check habitat suitability.

River Cleaning - Andy plans to continue with forays into the river in Colliers Wood and downstream to make inroads into removing the huge amount of rubbish that has accumulated over the years.  The first event is planned for Easter Weekend, 3rd - 6th April. The chosen area is the section along the High Street in front of Sainsburys. It's a high visibility spot and could gain attention and raise our profile. Bryony pointed out that the council and contractors will have to be given prior warning to remove the rubbish.

Floating Pennywort - the next action day is planned for Sunday 29th March at 11am in Wandle Park.

Website Update - Susan to review and update the webpage and add our core beliefs and objectives for planting and looking after our natural environment.  We suggested liaising with Maria or Mike D.

It was agreed that we should ask people who post photos of wildlife and birds seen in our greenspaces on SM to share to our pages.

In general, we will aim to post more often on Instagram (Susan is accomplished in this area and will aim to do more exciting posts in the coming months all going well).  We will respond on FB as a group to items on planned changes and activities in the parks.

Date for the next meeting - Monday 11th May at 7pm upstairs in the community centre.


