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Present: Margaret (chair), Andrew, Mark, Gary, Elizabeth, Susan, Bryony (Notes), Alison, Tom S, Caroline C-M.
Thank you to Andrew for the pancakes!
1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Lily Rose, Helen, Sue and Alyson.
2. Matters arising
2.1 Bids There had been no news about the bids. Margaret would ask Jonathan Turner.
2.2 Independent Merton Green Spaces Forum – Mark had attended on our behalf. Margaret had circulated the Forum’s response to the contract proposal for the parks and green spaces. IdVerde’s contract had been extended while the council worked on the refuse contract.
2.3 WhatsApp group It was agreed that the people at this meeting and anyone in the wider group who wanted to join would form a core group for making decisions, acting as a sounding board and generally helping Margaret as chair to run the group. Alison noted that the group should be looking at succession planning.
2.4 Myrna Close Nature Reserve Gary suggested that notices should go up explaining that it was a nature reserve. Susan offered to work on these. Margaret would organise a date or two to go into the pond and remove the rubbish and also to pull out the bike that was in the Wandle by Deen City Farm. Andrew offered to help.
2.5 Calendar  Susan would update the calendar. 
Gary offered to lead a second litter pick in Wandle Park on the fourth Tuesday. Ad hoc litter picks could be held at times which may be popular eg school holidays.
The gardening slot in late March should be used for dividing plants and planting out. There are a number of cuttings and seedlings in the greenhouse which may be ready to be planted out.
Susan suggested walk and talk meetings where we walk the areas we have planted and come up with ideas.
Margaret would arrange a river clean.
3. Oil Spill 
The main concern was the oil spill into the Wandle from the Arriva bus depot in Thornton Heath. The Environment Agency was in charge of the clear up. The South East Rivers Trust was crowdfunding to help respond to the crisis although people present felt that the polluters should pay for the clear up.
4. Wildflower seeds
Caroline outlined the council’s plans to make purple wildflower seeds available for residents to sow in celebration of the council’s sixtieth anniversary.  The group would have a think about where wildflowers would do best.
5. Grant expenditure
Bryony explained that there was about £200 left to spend before she accounted to the council officer for what had been spent over the course of the year. 
No tools had been sharpened. Andrew offered to check out someone who sharpens tools at Tooting Broadway. If that wasn’t possible Susan suggested the purchase of a ceramic whetstone and a sharpener. 
The other areas with a little funding left were plants and seeds and compost. Susan would look at what plants were required now with a view to planting in the Fleming Mead to Myrna Close area. Bryony and Margaret would buy top soil, compost and, if funds were available, seed compost.
6. Any other business
Margaret asked if anyone was interested in a trip to Knepp.  She would approach Tom about the minibus.
8. Date & time of next meeting
Monday 9 June at 7pm in the Community Centre.
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