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Present: Margaret (chair), Lily Rose, Alison, Elizabeth, Zoe, Tom W, Gary, Diane, Susan, Sue, Andy, Bryony (Notes) and Tom S.
1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Helen, Daniela, Peter and Mark.
2. Outdoor Gym in CW Recreation Ground
Zoe talked about the plans for an outdoor gym, the last part of a bid agreed a few years ago. One of the aims of the gym was to encourage women and girls to exercise in the park. The detail had to be submitted by 30 September. The meeting thought the best location would be behind the table tennis, opposite the mud kitchen, rather than near the multiuse sports area which would offer less privacy.  Zoe had been assured that the materials used would ensure that rainfall would drain through and not add to the flooding. Concern was expressed about the size of the gym – maximum 65 square metres – but most present agreed to going ahead with the project in principle. It was agreed that bids in future would consider and make reference to wildlife habitat.
3. Matters arising
3.1 Susan showed examples of the signs that she had had made up. Including information eg why areas were being left unmown they gave QR code for the WhatsApp group. The meeting thanked Susan for the attractive and clear signs. The meadow behind the bus stop should be the first recipient.
Susan and Tom W outlined the plan for the meadow which included an order for 1000 bulbs (funded by Clarion Housing not the council), chosen to extend the flowering season.
Bulb planting days would be organised on the usual gardening days and on an additional ad hoc basis.  Tom W would arrange to borrow trowels and dibbers.
Other ideas were suggested: increasing advertising on social media especially aimed at half term; asking local businesses for support. Sue volunteered to talk to the manager at the Holden.
3.2 River cleaning
Councillor Kirsten Galea had attended a previous river cleaning day.  She had organised with Margaret for the company she worked for to have a river cleaning session, with up to ten people attending.
Later in the meeting Margaret outlined the precautions she took when leading a river clean.  She conducted a risk assessment for each event and always gave a talk to the group of volunteers about the risks involved and how to avoid them. Sue suggested that Margaret could also add a WhatsApp message each time which would act as proof for insurers.
4. Wandle Park
Replacement of the Willow structure was under discussion between Councillor Stuart Neaverson, Andrew Kauffman, Head of Parks and the creator of the original structure. 
The playground is repeatedly flooded.  It was agreed to ask councillors if there were plans for the playground. 
Another idea, which Alison offered to take forward, would be to design a notice that explained that the park was owned by the National trust and managed by the council.  It was a flood plain; draining away water that would otherwise flood the High Street. Kept in as natural a state as possible many birds that could be observed, including kingfishers, little egrets, herons, cetti’s warblers, woodpeckers. The draft design should be submitted to the council for funding and approval.
The Baltic Close entrance continued to offer a very disappointing view of the park, overgrown and rubbish strewn despite litter picking by this group and IdVerde. It was agreed to remind the Head of Parks that this needed attention.  Elizabeth suggested planting standard trees, one on each side continuing the line of trees in Baltic Close.
5. Ward allocation funding
Funding had been allocated by local councillors for this financial year and the next.  This was to purchase some equipment but also for maintenance costs. Bryony confirmed the amounts for signage, bulbs, seeds and plants. A trip would be made to the Evergreen Nursery to purchase plants for autumn planting. 
Elizabeth suggested that each area put in a bid for what they needed for autumn planting. She asked if there was petty cash and how much there was. Margaret agreed to check. Tom S said that if funding was required for something that the group did not have money for they should not be afraid to approach the Residents’ Association. He and Tom W felt that if the council had still not requested the return of the funding from the Bee Keepers Association it should be retained.  
6. Any other business
Gary asked that signs discouraging littering and explaining why areas looked overgrown should be put up in the park, especially on the narrow path running along Wandle Bank.
8. Date & time of next meeting
Monday 9 December at 7pm in the Community Centre.
C:\Users\Bryony\OneDrive\Documents\Parks and Green Spaces\Meetings\Friends meetings\Notes of open meeting 16 09 24.docx
2

image1.png
“.





