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Present: Joanna, Tom W, Andrew, Margaret, Elizabeth, Bryony, George and Gary.
1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Helen, Susan, Sue, Alison and Mark.

2. Notes of the previous meeting

2.1 Dates It was agreed that meeting dates should be advertised in a more timely manner.

2.2 Baltic Close Elizabeth reported that the jasmine would no longer be cut back, the council had originally decided to do this as it was obscuring the cctv. Littering is still very bad, especially in the flower beds. It may be that there is a road sweeper picking up the litter but the volume of litter means their efforts are not noticeable.

Tom suggested replacing sand for soil in one of the Baltic Close beds, the back one, using council compost and mulch. This was agreed.

2.3 Budget Bryony reported that £320 remined to spend on compost, signs and plants and seeds by 31 March.

Plants would be needed for Baltic Close. Elizabeth would mainly use plants from her garden or grown from seed because the attrition rate of plants there was so high.

Trugs for river cleaning would be purchased.

2.4 The meadow Mike D had not felt able to take over the meadow.  Tom said that he had decided that he could soldier on for another year.

2.5 Calendar
Susan was thanked her work on the 2026 calendar.

2.6 Bee bed Bryony suggested that the group purchase some plants for the bee bed that were definitely pollinator friendly. It was agreed to hold a gardening session in the bee bed, the plants would need watering in, but not on the scale of the previous planting. Ideally one person would be responsible for the bee bed. The group would continue to look for a volunteer. The fencing would need to stay in order to prevent dogs and small people running in and damaging the plants. It looked temporary and was broken in places. It was agreed that a bid to replace it should be made whenever a source of funding came up.

The two apple trees in the Recreation Ground have done well and would need pruning in the next couple months.

2.7 Wandle Park Tree planting was taking place on Wednesday 21 January. Margaret would ensure that David Element’s rowan tree, which he had identified a particular position for, would not be forgotten.

2.8 Gardening sessions The gardening session on 19 March would be seed sowing in the greenhouse. Tom and Margaret have trays. Seeds and seed compost need to be purchased.

Margaret is looking for a wooden bench with seating attached (as you see in picnic areas or pubs) to replace the rotting one in the Christ Church Community Garden.

2.9 WhatsApp The WhatsApp Community is working well, thanks to Andrew.

3 Seeds It was agreed to use seeds from the seed library, in particular erigeron, wallflower, marigold, lambs eye, love in a mist, cosmos, nigella and ox eye daisies. Nasturtium and a selection would also be purchased as the quality of the library seeds may be variable.

4 Call for Evidence from the Mayor of London A draft response to the call for evidence had been circulated by Alison. She had added all comments received. Bryony suggested mentioning the benefits of ceasing the use of glyphosate. It was agreed that the importance of establishing street trees by watering in over three years should also be added. The group thanked Alison for her work on this.

5. IMGS Forum
Mark was attending the meeting where the outcome of the new improved tender for the management of Merton’s Parks and Green Spaces would be announced.

6. Any Other Business

6.1 Pennywort clearance A further date would be agreed on the WhatsApp to be advertised on both river cleaning and litter picking groups.

6.2 Outcome of Wandle pollution incident It was agreed to ask councillors for an update at the upcoming residents’ meeting, although it was noted that the investigation is the responsibility of the Environment Agency. Andrew noted that a FOI question had been addressed to the council on this subject.

6.3 Daffodil Walk The daffodil walk had been replanted in Wandle Park and the blue bench is in transition, this had been agreed with the family.  As the bulbs are now coming up litter pickers in the next few months should be reminded not to trample on them.

7 Date & time of the next meeting

Monday 2 March at 7pm in the Community Centre.
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